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the shepherds visiting the new born Jesus still in the
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manger. Matthew has wise men visiting the child Jesus,
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This Christmas be a shepherd and a wise
man

I’m sure you all know by now that our
traditional Christmas Nativity Play, with
its shepherds and wise men, is in fact a mixture of the
two gospel accounts found in Matthew and Luke. Luke has

660907

some time after he was born. Nativity plays typically have
both coming to the manger.
But that’s okay. We need both, because we can learn
from both.
The shepherd’s came first, following
their hearts, almost blundering along
not quite knowing what they were
looking for or what to expect. They
didn’t start out that night intending to
worship the new born king, but
something happened, a messenger
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(for that is what an ‘angel’ is)
brought them news that would
change their lives. And they didn’t
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Robert Higgins

The wise men came much later. Their trip was carefully
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Welcome & Readings
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philosophically on the merits of their message; they had a
gut feeling this was right, and they followed their instinct.
Sometimes we need to do that. Follow our gut instinct

planned. It was thought about, discussed, books were
studied – nothing was done without careful consideration.

1st & 8th Lesley Johnstone,

We don’t know how many weeks and months they followed
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their star, stopping each night to discuss the day’s
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And sometimes that is the kind of journey we are called on
2
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Helen Bruce
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The deadline for the February magazine is Saturday 28th January. IT
will be available on Sunday 5th February. Email material to
jimmydripps@btinternet.com.

– long journeys of faith that require study, are
intellectually demanding, that are physically and
emotionally draining, that need talking over with fellow
Christians each step of the way.

Both kinds of journeys are equally valid. The church
needs both kinds of travellers if we, as the church, are
to reach our final destination. Are you a shepherd or a
wise man (or a wise woman)? Perhaps, if we are

Calum’s Cabin (www.calumscabin.com)

honest, we are a mixture.
This Christmas, take time to savour the journey to the

This charity was set up by the parents of 12 years old

manger. It was not just on the first Christmas that the

Calum Speirs who died of an inoperable brain tumour.

wondrous gift was given silently.

Calum’s Cabin now provides cottages on the isle of Bute
for children and their carers. This is a wonderful place

Travel safely, and may you find your stable with a

used as a retreat for all who need a special time away

manger and a child.

to recharge their batteries. The milk bottle tops are

Listen carefully, and hear the child cry to you and take

sold to help in the making of fibre optic cables and the

him to your heart.

money gathered from this is then sent to Calum’s Cabin.

Watch closely and see the guiding light that shows you
the road to travel.
And as you listen for the cry, and watch for the light on
your journey, feel the
presence of hope, peace

We are often asked to donate cash to the many
deserving charities, but these two stories highlight how
everyone can make a difference with very little effort.

and love with the blessing
of the Father, Son and Holy

Arrangements can be made for collection by phoning

Spirit within you, beside you

Janette Raeburn, Lamancha (01968 660260)

and before you. Amen.
Linda

How many letters are in the Christmas
alphabet?
25. There’s "no EL"!

RING PULL CAN OPENERS AND
PLASTIC MILK BOTTLE TOPS
In our throw-away Society it is difficult to understand
how the above items can make a difference to people
who are less fortunate than ourselves. Here are two

Advent and Christmas in the Linkage

Sunday 4th December 4pm in Carlops’ Church –
The Advent Garden – a wonderfully magical service
especially aimed at children but awe inspiring for adults
too.

stories which hopefully will make you think before
discarding these.

Sunday 4th December 6pm in Carlops’ Church –
Advent evening service.

Purple Community Fund
Tuesday 6th December 2pm in Broomlee Court –
This charity was set up to help

Advent service, all welcome. Meet in the residents’

people to help themselves mainly

lounge

in the Philippines.

By saving

ring pulls from drinks only cans,

Saturday 10th December, Nativity Coffee Morning

these can be sent out to the Philippines where families

in the New Church Hall, West Linton. Come along

create colourful items such as jewellery, belts and
handbags. It is reckoned that 32kg of ring pulls is

for a warming cuppa, a warm mince pie, and a chance
to looks at loads of nativity sets.

worth approximately £5,000 to villagers once they are
made into articles for sale. It is a small thing to do in
order to see family life transformed and where many

Sunday 11th December – in all the churches.
Advent gift services

children at present spend their days scavenging on
rubbish tips. Please note it is only drinks cans ring pulls
which are smaller than most others.

Sunday 11th December – Messy Church – 4-6pm in
the New Church Hall, West Linton.

Christian Aid Local Update
Sunday 11th December 7pm in St Andrew’s
Church – Blue Christmas – a quiet reflective service
recognising that Christmas is not a fun filled time for
everyone.

Our CA Committee would like to thank everyone who
made this year another great financial success realising
a grand total of £4444. As usual, our efforts were
concentrated in May on the coffee morning and door to

th

Saturday 17

December, 11am on the Village

Green, West Linton - Outdoor N ativity Service,
come ready to join in the magic and fun as we reenact the first Christmas. Costumes provided, or come
in your own.

door collection during CA Week raising £3863. The
retiring collection at Ina Russell's funeral in West Linton
produced £405.
As Chairperson, I can assure you that every penny
collected locally has been forwarded to HQ to help

Sunday 18th December, 10am, Nativity play in

achieve CA's policy aims.

Kirkurd & Newlands Church
Robert Higgins, CA Chair
Sunday 18th December, 11.15am, Nativity play in

Phone 01968 660629.

west Linton Church

Sunday 18th December, 4pm in St Andrew’s, West
Linton – Joint Ecumenical Carol Service, with input
from all the churches in the Linkage as well as St
Mungo’s Episcopal Church.

Why did the turkey join the band?
Because it had the drumsticks!

money that funds our work. We're liaising closely with
regulators to ensure we maintain the highest legal and
professional standards in our fundraising.
At the same time, we will continue our fight to end
poverty. We will fight for those who worry about how to
feed their family; for those whose children can't access
education; for those who suffer discrimination daily
simply because of who they are; and for those who do
not have a safe place to call home.
We make no apology for requesting donations to help

Christmas Eve
7pm Carols at Carlops, come and
joint in the great singing, accompanied
by the multifarious instruments of the
band
11.30pm W atchnight service at
Kirkurd & Newlands

people like this. Without the money we raise through your

11.30pm W atchnight service at

generosity- and your wonderful house to house

West Linton

collections during Christian Aid Week , we would have to
end some of our work against poverty and its causes.
At the same time, we are committed to raise money in
ways that also respect our supporters' needs and
preferences.
If there is anything you would like like to tell us about

Christmas Day
services in all the churches
10am – short service of lessons and
carols at Carlops

these, including about your own dealings with Christian

10am – short family service at Kirkurd

Aid, then please get in touch with national HQ:

& Newlands

Phone :020 7523 2493

11.15am – short family service at West

E-mail : info@christian-aid.org

Linton

Post : Christian Aid, 35 Lower Marsh, London, SE1 7 RL
We welcome your views, questions and ideas.

CHRISTIAN AID:
NATIONAL FUNDRAISING POLICY
Over the past year, you will almost
certainly have seen some troubling media stories about
a few charities' aggressive fundraising methods and the
disquiet that they have understandably generated
among the public.
At Christian Aid, we know it is supporters' faith in our
mission, your tireless energy and generous donations
Blue Christmas Service
7pm Sunday 11th December

that enable us to help people in poverty around the
world. We are endlessly humbled by your support.
Thank you.

St Andrew’s Parish Church, West Linton
We are determined that, as partners in this mission, you
should have a really positive experience of working with
Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be
the first Christmas without a loved family member who
has recently died; it may be a time that has always
been difficult.

us. We recognise, however, that there are occasions
when we have not always got it right.
During the past year, we have thoroughly reviewed how
we record supporters' wishes about how we contact

The constant message on the radio and television, in

them and made some changes to ensure we abide by

shops and churches, about the happiness of the

those wishes. In future, whenever we get in touch to

season, about getting together with family and friends,

ask for your help, we'll remind you how to tell us if you

reminds many people of what they have lost or have

want us to change how we contact you.

never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the
insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health,

We have also thought carefully about when and how we
should use external companies to help us raise the

West Linton Sunday Morning Service Time –
consultation
Please complete this consultation slip and return
it to one of the clerks – Tony, Pat or Mary – by the

the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel very
alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending. We
need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness
and concern; we need to know that we are not alone.

end of January 2017.
____________________________________________

Our spirits sink, as the days grow shorter. We feel the
darkness growing deeper around us. We need
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.

Your Name: ________________________________
For these reasons, the Linkage church offers a special
Please rate the four option in order of your preference
by marking 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th in the relevant box:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Minister preach one week in three

“Blue Christmas” service in St Andrew’s Church, West
Linton on Sunday 11th December at 7pm.

Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing

at West Linton

prayers, scripture, and music that acknowledge that

Minister preach 2 weeks out of 4 or

God’s presence is for those who mourn, for those who

3 weeks out of 5 in West Linton

struggle - and that God’s Word

Move service to 11.30am and finish

comes to shine light into our
darkness. Everyone, regardless

at 12.30pm

of church background (or lack of

Move service to 11.30am and finish

it) is welcome.

at 12.15pm
The short service will be followed
by a brief time for light
refreshments and fellowship.



When the song of the angels

4. Move the West Linton service to 11.30am – a
change of 15 minutes – and move to a 45-minute

is stilled,

service as the other linkage churches have (and

when the star in the sky is

often as West Linton has when members of the

gone,

worship team conduct worship). This would enable

when the kings and princes

the minister to spend time in each of the other

are home,

linkage churches after worship, AND leave the end

when the shepherds are back

time of the West Linton service as it is, at

with the flocks,

12.15pm.

then the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,

The Kirk Session of West Linton would like to know your

to heal those broken in spirit,

preferences.

to feed the hungry,
to release the oppressed,

Under the Church of Scotland regulations, any
decision regarding the times of the West Linton

to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among all peoples,
to make a little music with the heart…

service belongs to the Kirk Session – not the
minister nor the congregation. But the session
would like the input of the congregation into their

And to radiate the Light of Christ,

decision-making process. To that end, you are

every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that

invited to complete the consultation slip in the
magazine and return it to one of the clerks –

we say.
Then the work of Christmas begins.
Howard Thurman

Tony, Pat or Mary – by the end of January 2017.

hospital attends Kirkurd & Newlands each Sunday. The
timing of this bus to arrive for a 10am service is fixed as

Messy Church

the bus also takes residents to the Catholic Church

An exciting group for children from pram

service.

to P7 age and their families, meeting in
the New Church Hall, West Linton. A
busy mixture of craft, games, stories and food suitable

The possible solutions that were suggested at the Joint

for all.

Kirk Session meeting were:


Forthcoming dates are:

1. Change the minister’s commitment to the

Dec 11th; Feb 5th; Mar 5th

preaching rota to one church only per week, rotating
in turn around the three churches. This would in





effect halve the number of times the minister

Christmas Memorial Tree:

conducted worship in West Linton.

From Sunday 11th December,

2. Change the minister’s commitment to the

as well as our usual decorated

preaching rota so that 2 weeks out of every month

Christmas tree there will be a

the minister would preach only at Carlops or Kirkurd

second, memorial Christmas

& Newlands, and two weeks in every month preach

tree in the church. If you want

at West Linton following a 10am service elsewhere.

to remember a loved one this

This would reduce the number of times the minister

Christmas Season please feel

conducted worship in West Linton by around a third.

free to write their name or a

3. Move the West Linton service to 11.30am – a

message on one of the stars

change of 15 minutes – whilst keeping to a 1 hour

provided and hang it up on the

service. This would enable the minister to spend time

tree.

in each of the other linkage churches after worship,
without shortening the length of the West Linton
service.

Outdoor Nativity Play; Saturday 17th December,

Carlops and Kirkurd & Newlands already have their

11am on West Linton Village Green.

services conducted by the minister far less frequently

Christmas can be a very busy time of year, and
sometimes it is good to stop and think about the reason
for the season. The Village Nativity gives you the
opportunity to do just that!
Children and adults from all over the linkage will be

than West Linton does. The current 2017 draft rota has
the minister leading morning worship far more frequently
in West Linton than in the other churches in our linkage
(68% more). This imbalance is compounded by the rush
that the minister is under to leave them to get to West
Linton.

dressing in costume to tell the story of the first Christmas
on West Linton Village Green. The play will last about 30
minutes and everyone is welcome to come and take part!

The members of Carlops and Kirkurd & Newlands feel

Adults are encouraged to come along in costume!

there is a great loss of opportunity to meet, chat and

Children are encouraged to provide their own costume.
The following age groups and characters are suggested.

build links, and they – and the minister – have requested
that steps be taken to address this issue of the service
times.

Pre-school: Angels, shepherds, crowd, stars, animals
P1-P3: Angels, shepherds, crowds

This has been raised on several occasions at the West

P4-P5: Roman Soldiers, crowds, innkeepers (both boys

Linton Kirk Session, and at the last Joint Kirk Session

and girls)

meeting in November formed the major part of our

P6-S1: Wise men and women and their entourage; crowd

meeting. On that occasion, full and frank discussion

S2 upwards: crowd, soldiers.

explored the problems the short time gap caused, and

This will be a ‘scratch’ nativity – with no rehearsals! We

potential solutions.

will just go with the flow – much the same as the story of
the first Christmas.

It should be recognised that moving the Carlops and

As last year, there are plans for a real baby Jesus!

Kirkurd & Newlands services to the earlier time of 9.45am
is not possible. A bus of residents from the Castle Craig

West Linton Sunday Morning Service Time –
consultation
How can we make our services work
for every church in our Linkage?

THE GUILD
Guild members and friends are looking
forward to their Christmas Party in
Newlands Church on Wednesday 21st

We are all well aware that West Linton is not a single
charge, with its own minister, but is part of a triple
linkage with the minister also serving the parishes of
Carlops and Kirkurd & Newlands. This brings with it the
additional ministerial work load of three kirk sessions and

December , starting at 7.30pm.

We should all be in full

Christmas mood by then, and able to enjoy the usual
fun and games.

As in previous years, we hope to be

joined by some friends from Castle Craig.

three parishes (totalling over 200 square miles). The

Before that, we’ll be joining in with the other Guilds in

linked nature of this charge also brings with it difficulties

our Presbytery, for our Carol Service in Innerleithen

over the timings of Sunday services.

Church at 2.15 on Tuesday 13th December.

This is

always a very happy event.
Prior to Linda being inducted to this charge over three
years ago it was already recognised that the current
practice of having two services at 10am (Carlops and
Kirkurd & Newlands – each lasting 45 minutes) and one
service at 11.15am (West Linton – lasting one hour) does

Our January meeting will be on Wed 25th January in the
church Annexe for a discussion afternoon, and this will
begin at 2pm. Each year, the National Council works on
providing helpful discussion material for each Guild to

not meet everybody’s needs. In particular, the short time

use as it wishes, with an agreed topic.

between the 10am services and the 11.15am service

our overall theme is ‘Go in Joy’, the suggested

leave the preacher charging away from the early service

discussion is about how to find our own fulfilment

with little or no time to speak to folk and build

through joy, despite the difficulties and pain we may

relationships. When Rachel Dobbie was covering as locum

encounter in our lives. Could be an interesting

she discovered that our linkage is the only one in the
Presbytery that has only an hour and 15 minutes between
its services – the rest have at least an hour and a half.

This year, when

discussion – do join in – you’ll be in time to pick up the
children from school or prepare the evening meal etc.
Margaret Habershaw

Carlops’ Christingle Service
Sunday 8th January 2017 at 4pm

Hospital Chaplaincy Talk by Rev Chris Levison
Friday 3rd February 2017

For a short, family focussed

8pm in Carlops Church

exploration of the wise men visiting
Jesus at epiphany, come along to the

Have you ever wondered what the life of a hospital

Carlop’s Christingle service.

chaplain is like, do you have questions about the role of

The service will start at 4pm on

a hospital chaplain, or about the provision of spiritual

Sunday 8

th

January, but youngsters

care in our hospitals? This is the talk for you – come

are encouraged to come along early

along and learn new things and get your questions

(around 3.45pm) to make their very own Christingle for

answered.

use in the service.
Costumes to dress as wise men and women, and
shepherds are all provides to enhance our service at the
youngsters lead us in our worship by parading round the
church.
If you have never been to see this, come along – it is a

Last Minute Christmas Shopping
Saturday 17th December, 9.30am-12.30pm
Carlops’ Last Minute Market
Teas and Coffees served in the church.

great event.

Carlops Soup Lunch
Wednesday, January 25th 2017
12noon – 1.30pm
A plethora of home made soups, fresh bread and home
bakes. All welcome

Minister’s Holiday
The minister will be on holiday from the afternoon of
Christmas Day until Saturday 7th January. Details of who
will be providing pastoral cover will be given in the
weekly notice sheets. Of course, feel free to contact the
clerk if you need any help.

What do reindeer hang on their Christmas trees?
Horn-aments!

