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From our Interim Minister ...
A man walking along the street of a strange town noticed the signage
above a shop: The Truth Shop. Intrigued, he could not avoid going in.
The sales assistant he met was incredibly friendly and polite: “Good
morning, sir! What kind of truth do you wish to purchase today?”
“The whole truth, of course”, the customer replied. “No deceptions for
me, no defences, no rationalisations. I want my truth plain and
unadulterated.” The sales assistant waved the man to the senior
assistant at the other side of the shop. As he approached the counter a
very smartly dressed woman pointed to a price tag. “The price is very
high, sir”, she said.
“What is it?” asked the man – determined to get the whole truth no
matter what it cost. “It will cost you your security, sir,” the woman
answered very politely while looking him straight in the eye.
The man walked out of the shop with a heavy heart. He still needed
the safety of his unquestioned beliefs.
Early in my ministry I visited an old saintly elder, Tommy Young, now
long since departed, who, during our conversation said to me, “Son,
remember there are always three sides to every story. Yours, mine,
and the truth!” I have always remembered that, especially when I
know I am right.
Stewart McPherson
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Interim Ministry ...
A number of fruitful meetings have been held recently including a Joint
Kirk Session meeting. New cross-linkage Teams have also begun to
prioritise and plan ahead. An update of Interim Ministry will be
distributed in a few weeks.

From the Editor’s Scrapbook …
THE DIFFERENCE
I got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just troubled about me
and heavier came each task.
‘Why doesn’t God help me?’ I wondered
He answered, ‘You didn’t ask.’
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on grey and bleak,
I wondered why God didn’t show me
He said, ‘you didn’t seek.’
I tried to come into God’s presence
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
‘My child, you didn’t knock.’
I woke up early this morning
and paused before entering the day
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.
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The Church of Scotland

Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement which invites
Christians around the world to pray between Ascension and
Pentecost (30 May to 9 June) for more people to come to
know Jesus Christ. What started out as an invitation from the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016 to the Church of
England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to
prayer. The Church of Scotland agreed to become a partner in
Thy Kingdom Come in November 2018.
As part of Thy Kingdom Come, Churches and individuals have been
planning prayer events and activities in their local area, both across
Britain and around the world. You are encouraged to access the many
resources which are available on the
Thy Kingdom Come website: www.thykingdomcome.global.
Members, congregations and presbyteries are encouraged to
participate in the Thy Kingdom Come global prayer initiative in 2019.

Join us locally on Wednesday 5th June at 9.30 am in
the Old Church Hall for a short time of prayer together.
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Malawi Aid Update - from Bob Milne ...
Let me first of all express my heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed
towards providing necessities to those afflicted by the flooding in early March
in the Shire River valley in Malawi. Although it is several weeks since the rains
(although unseasonal thunderstorms with heavy rains still occur now and then)
the restarting of people’s lives is still underway. Reports and my personal
observations are that although the Maize crop having survived the week long
storm largely intact has since suffered badly due to waterlogging of the fields.
There has been a crop though, not as big as it would have been, but not a
scarce one either. The rice fields I saw last week are doing exceptionally well so
it seems like prayers have been answered and food shortage might not be a
significant problem this winter (June to August of course this side of the
equator).
Practical aid is still very much required at present we are still providing
emergency aid in the form of clothing, plastic buckets, plates and cups together
with a 25m length of heavy gauge black plastic sheeting which is used to line
roofs under the reed thatch to provide watertight houses. We/you also supply
school books and writing materials so the children can go back to school. It may
well be that in the weeks to come aid may take the form of specific projects to
rebuild, but Malawians are very resourceful and most houses are being
repaired. Seed maize may be bought for the next planting season as the
harvest, although providing enough to eat, might not be good enough to supply
the seed - and seed is likely to rise in price.
The buckets together with the sheets and other items work out at just over five
pounds per family helped. Total donations from all sources, Churches, Rotary
Clubs, sports clubs and individuals so far has amounted to £7122.10 and so far I
have spent £4137.04 (that is of 30/4/19 and will increase in the next few days
by about another £500) this means you have helped over 800 families get back
on their feet.
At a distribution a couple of weeks ago I made the point when making my short
speech that a few plastic goods seems very inadequate in the face of the losses
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

suffered by the recipients. I was very quickly told by the lady replying that
every thing we are doing is deeply appreciated by the people, when you have
nothing everything is a great improvement. Please accept my assurances that
the money has been spent in accordance with the wishes of the people
affected, we made sure they were consulted and we made a reconnaissance
trip before spending anything. Every week before buying anything we check to
make sure we are still supplying what is required and not what we think is
wanted.
On a side note when we first went out into the affected areas we had trouble
with vehicles getting stuck in mud or indeed some roads being impassable due
to standing water. As the area has dried out a lot of the roads none of which
are tarmacked have been badly washed out and the mud has dried to very fine
and very deep sand which makes traction difficult, we don’t consider it a day
unless we have to get and push a few times!
I attach below some photographs of what we are doing. The ones of the floods
were taken by others and I cannot be sure of exactly where they were taken
but they do give a good indication of the extent of the flooding.
Once again many, many thanks for your generosity. You have made a
difference to a great many lives, take each family and multiply by an average of
five members giving a total of over four thousand helped and that number
continues to rise.
Bob Milne
C/o Zomba Theological College
Malawi
7th May, latest figures from Bob
Total amount spent £5371.57
Cash remaining £1750
Families helped 1080 ( estimated no of people helped >5000)
(Footnote: The pictures Bob refers to, can be seen in the edition of the
Newsletter on the church website: www.standrews-westlinton.org
Editor)
5

Summer Maintenance Programme …
The Property Committee has once again identified a number of areas in
and around our properties requiring maintenance - and that are suitable
for in-house volunteers.
If anyone is available from late June through to mid July to help with this
work, please add your name to the sheet at the front of the church.
Tasks requiring attention (list not exhaustive):
Some external window painting
1 or 2 external doors
Checking the kitchens
High level dusting in the halls
Gardening

For further information please speak to Colin Herd.

Summer Fair - Saturday 17th August ...
The Summer Fair will be on Saturday 17th August in the afternoon, on
the Green if the weather is kind to us this year, or in the Church halls and
the Graham Institute. Note the date and we look forward to seeing you
there.
There will be the usual stalls, the duck race, and teas. A detailed stall list
will follow.
We look forward to your support in contributing to the stalls and of
course volunteers to help on the day would be welcomed. If any of you
have any bright ideas of something we might do differently/ introduce
something new please share your ideas with us.
Contact for the Fair:Mary Turnbull 661737
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What’s on this month ...
CoSY Café

Prayer Focus Group

New Church Hall
7th June
21st June

Old Church Hall
9.30am to 10.00am
5th June
3rd July

Guid Blethers

Baby Brunch

Guid Blethers is taking
a break until
September.
We look forward to seeing
you all then.

Old Church Hall
Fridays
9.30am to 12.00 noon

2.00pm to 4.00pm

(During school term time)

Food Bank …
This month Peebles Food Bank advises that they are well stocked with
soup, cereal and baked beans.
The request this month is for:

Mashed Potato
Tinned fruit and vegetables
Snacks
Soap and shampoo
As well as the other basics.
Warm thanks are expressed for all items already contributed.
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Services June
West Linton 11.15 am

Carlops 10.00 am

Newlands 10.00 am

2nd

Rev Stewart McPherson

Rev Chris Levison

Kevin Scott

9th

Kevin Scott

Rev Nancy Norman

Rev Stewart McPherson

16th

Rev Stewart McPherson

Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Nancy Norman

23rd

Rev Stewart McPherson

Murray Campbell

30th

David Henderson-Howat

Rev Stewart McPherson David Henderson-Howat

Drivers
June

July

Door Duties

Driver 1 Colin Herd
01968 661785
Driver 2 Pat Graham
01721 752205
Driver 1 Anne McDiarmid
01968 660495
Driver 2 Daryll Green
01968 660415

June

July

July

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
7th
14th
21st
28th

T Hoskins
N Calvert
M Turnbull
J Dripps
H Bruce
K Dykes

Choir
Main (£)
Gallery
Choir (£)
Main
Gallery

Flower Donations - June
Rae Bell
Flower Fund
Marianne Jack
Jack & Ivy Stafford
Pat Graham
Arranged by Chris Whittemore
Flower Donations - July
Flower Fund
Mrs V Fair
Mrs Una Franssen
Flower Fund
Arranged by Kate Dykes

Welcome and Readers
June

Rev Stewart McPherson

John Dykes
Helen Dry
Pat Graham
Matthew Whalley
Matthew Whalley
Tony Hoskins
Tony Hoskins
Susan Scott
Susan Scott

Material for the June Magazine should be submitted to the editor by Monday
24th June 2019. The June issue will be available on 30th June.
Copy to Colin Herd: email: herd.carradale@btinternet.com. Please include
‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email.
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A selection of photographs from Bob Milne ...
First three showing flooding taken several days after the rains
stopped
Distribution underway. We tend to use Churches as they are available and we can get a lot of folk in one place at one time
Mini bus crammed to the gunwhales with aid items
A group shot after a distribution
Typical flood damage to country houses which are often built with
no proper foundations
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